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In the April number of this Journal two forms of loyalty 

to truth were commented upon. It was confessed that human 

nature being what it is, there is little hope of the 

The Bane of un j on Q f these two forms in one person, but rather 

Raising False . . , , , , ..... 

Issues ^ 1S to ° e expected that humanity will always take 

sides on the question of loyalty to old truth or zeal 
for new truth. Little harm were done if that were all ! For, 
woeful as is division of the fair body of truth, it is not without 
advantage that the excellencies of each several part have their 
ardent admirers whose emphatic laud arouses attention. The 
real harm lies in the fact that far more than simple division 
appears. Rather the two sides engage at once in hostile and 
violent recriminations. Admiration for one's own view shades 
off into denunciation of the other's position. Such denunciation 
can only succeed in justifying itself — and this is the melancholy 
thing! — by raising false issues, since truth can never be essen- 
tially contradictory to itself. There must be mistake, ignorance, 
misconception somewhere, when truth is assailed in the interests 
of truth. What an amount of energy is worse than wasted in 
such conflicts. 
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One need not shrink from saying that such an attitude is 

taken most frequently by lovers of old and well-established 

views. It is more difficult for the lover of the old 
Lovers of , , . , , . 

Established to appreciate the new, than tor the one zealous tor 

Truth Most the new to recognize the claims of the old. The 

Exposed to latter is not indeed without his occasional slips in 
this Temptation ... , , , ., , , ., 

this regard, but, on the whole, the experience 

through which he passes in his search for the undiscovered but 
discoverable treasures gives him occasion to estimate the value 
of that which those before him have secured. His failures, his 
falls, his weary wanderings on trackless wastes, tend to teach 
him humility. But the lover of the old has no such testing. He 
receives the treasure, and needs but to assimilate and defend it. 
It comes with all the glory and sanctity of the past. He has 
not had to toil and be discouraged in its acquisition. Hence it 
is easier for him, with his secure and certain possession, to decry 
the less glorious and less definite acquisitions of his fellow- 
worker. It is, therefore, not to be wondered at that those who 
raise these false issues, who cry out in loud warnings against the 
dangerous tendencies of the investigations at which other men 
are working, are found for the most part among the ranks of the 
lovers of truths already established. 



It may not be unprofitable to notice some examples of this 

error, or rather, blunder, of raising false issues. It is a common 

saying appearing in the columns of our religious 

Some Examples: newS p a pers at the present time that "man is a little 
7. David and r , , ,. „ . , , 

Darwin lower than the angels according to David, but a 

little higher than the animals according to Darwin." 

This epigram is thought to be sufficient by its antithesis of 

David and Darwin to bring disgrace upon the modern scientific 

theory of evolution. Without doubt it is clever, but the artful 

language of controversy is not always the sincere declaration of 

truth. What is here so shrewdly contrasted need not, after all, 

be regarded as a contradiction. There is a very real sense in 

which these two statements are at perfect harmony and, indeed, 
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complementary. It all depends upon the purpose that is had in 
mind. David saw man in his ideal nature and destiny, as the 
son of God, as the heir of the ages. Darwin was studying him 
in his beginnings, was asking after his origin, not his destiny ; 
and it is not difficult to see how man in his origin may be only 
a little higher than the animals, while in his destiny a little lower 
than the angels. Indeed, it may with reason be asserted that 
the conception given us by David of the glory of man is exalted 
and magnified by the Darwinian view of his beginnings. That 
man began so low, that he has even now risen so high, lends all 
the more emphasis to the splendid ideal picture that the Psalmist 
gives of the future to be attained. Now, we are not in these 
remarks entering the lists in behalf of the Darwinian hypothesis. 
We are simply endeavoring to illustrate, in the sphere of religious 
thought, how easily a false issue may be raised, whereby views 
are made to seem quite out of harmony, which, after all, 
may be of the greatest service the one to the other, and belong 
to the one harmonious, consistent sphere of truth. 



A similar illustration can be found in the sphere of biblical 
science. Just as easily one constructs some antithetic statement 

such as this : "The Bible is inspired of God, accord- 
Wellhausen m S to P au l> but it is the work of ignorant and 

unskillful redactors according to Wellhausen." 
Thus critical processes and results are placed in sharp antagon- 
ism to the nobler conceptions of the great Christian apostle. 
But may it not in this case also be said that not only is there 
no necessary conflict between these two statements, but that 
they may prove after all to be complementary to one another ? 
The point of view in each case is different. Paul looks at the 
finished product and at the work which it has accomplished in 
the world, at the spirit which breathes forth from it, at the 
destiny which awaits it. The critical scholar studies it from the 
scientific point of view, its beginnings, its form, the characteristics 
and knowledge of the men who were the instruments of its pro- 
duction, the phenomena of the periods in which its particular 
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books were produced, the various processes through which it 
has passed. And when we realize all that is involved in the 
latter, need we feel that the argument for the former is 
weakened ? No ; rather there is strong ground for holding 
that the argument is all the more cogent. That the treasure 
was preserved in earthen vessels, can make the miracle of the pres- 
ervation all the greater; that the truth was conveyed through 
such humble means may give to the divine character of the pro- 
cess and the result all the more significance. 



But it is not necessary to multiply words on this theme. One 

cannot but lament the frequency with which this impotent and 

senseless kind of warfare is waged. Why, after all, 

The Problem s hould it not be possible to unite in one the two 
one of . ...... ,, ... 

Adjustment attitudes of mind which appear thus so sadly in 

antagonism ? Is it not worth while to strive for 
the attainment of that spirit which, with a firm grasp of truth 
already gained, is ready to adjust itself to that which is coming 
into view. All life in which there is growth may be defined as a 
continuous adjustment to new phenomena, new experiences, new 
tests, new duties. Thus the child grows into the man, the 
learner into the teacher, the servant into the master. Why should 
we not begin to realize this in matters of religious thought and 
theological inquiry ? The surest and largest progress in that 
sphere awaits him who knows how to solve with the least 
difficulty the problem of adjustment. At the same time he is most 
effectually helping on, so far as in him lies, the forward movement 
of the age that now is into the brighter age of the fuller knowl- 
edge of truth that is to come. He is the really profitable servant 
of God and men. 



